Notes and Quotes

A FEW THOUGHTS TO HELP US MOVE THROUGH THE STUDY
AND GAIN A DEEPER UNDERSTANDING

ROMANS 11

“We often think that God needs a lot of people to do a great work, but He often works through
a small group, or through a group that starts out small. Though not many Jews in Paul's day
embraced Jesus as Messiah, a remnant did and God will use that small group in a big way.”

- David Guzik

“Not to look at the severity of God is disobedient and dangerous and unloving. It's like a parent
teaching a child how a red hot eye on the oven is good—it makes water boil to cook the spa-
ghetti noodles; it turns clammy eggs into a tasty white and yellow breakfast; it pops pop-
corn—the oven is good; but then never telling a little child that it is also very dangerous and
can hurt badly if misused is in itself dangerous and unloving. So the command to behold the
severity of God is a very loving command. And those who discourage us from seeing and
believing this severity—in spite of all their sensitive language—are not doing us a favor.”

— John Piper

“God appointed this casting off of the Jews, that it might be an occasion to call the Gentiles:
and again might turn this calling of the Gentiles, to be an occasion to restore the Jews, that is,
that they being inflamed and provoked by jealousy of the Gentiles, then might themselves at
length embrace the Gospel. And by this we may learn that the severity of God serves for the
setting forth of his glory as well as his mercy does, and also that God prepares himself a way to
show mercy by his severity: so that we ought not rashly to despair of any man, nor proudly
triumph over other men, but rather provoke them to a holy jealousy, that God may be glorified
in them also.” — Geneva Study Bible

“There is that vast distance and disproportion between God and man, between the Creator
and the creature, which for ever shuts us from knowledge of his ways. What man shall teach
God how to govern the world? The apostle adores the sovereignty of the Divine counsels. All
things in heaven and earth, especially those which relate to our salvation, that belong to our
peace, are all of him by way of creation, through him by way of providence, that they may be to
him in their end.” - Matthew Henry
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