Notes and Quotes

A FEW THOUGHTS TO HELP US MOVE THROUGH THE STUDY
AND GAIN A DEEPER UNDERSTANDING

ROMANS 9

“We cannot enter into God's reasoning processes. God operates on a level far above ours. ‘For who
hath known the mind of the Lord? or who hath been his counsellor?’ (Isaiah 40:13; Romans 11:34).
On occasion, we've all tried to counsel God about how to run this world. He doesn't seem to be
very interested in our ideas. How foolish for us to think that we can counsel Him. ‘My thoughts are
not your thoughts, neither are your ways my ways,” saith the Lord. ‘For as the heavens are higher
than the earth, so are my ways higher than your ways, and my thoughts than your thoughts’
(Isaiah 55:8-9).” — Chuck Smith

“You know that the modern way of meeting objections to Scripture is to give up everything to the
infidel, and then say that you have won him; but the true Christian way is to give up nothing at all,
and if the truth is objectionable, to make it, if possible, still more objectionable, to turn the very
hardest side it has right in front of the face of man, and to say, “This is God’s truth; refuse it at your
peril.” I believe that half the attempts to win over unbelievers by toning down truth have simply
been to the dishonoring of the truth and the destruction of the doubter, and that it would be
always better to do as the apostle here does, — not to disavow the truth, but to proclaim it as fully,
and faithfully, and plainly as possible. Let us again read what he here says: “Is there unrighteous-
ness with God? God forbid. For he saith to Moses, ‘I will have mercy on whom I will have mercy,
and I will have compassion on whom I will have compassion. So then it is not of him that willeth,
nor of him that runneth, but of God that showeth mercy.”” — Charles Spurgeon

“Our greatest error in considering the choices of God is to think that God chooses for arbitrary
reasons, as if He chooses in an "eeny-meeny-miny-moe" way. We may not be able to fathom God's
reasons for choosing, and they are reasons He alone knows and answers to, but God's choices are
not capricious. He has a plan and a reason.” — David Guzik

“We have already in Romans seen and believed that righteousness is not of works but of Divine
grace--uncaused by us. Now let us just as frankly bow to God's plain statement that “His purpose
according to election is likewise not of human works. That is to say, the favor of God to the
children of promise (to those whom He has given to Christ) is not procured by their response to
God's grace, but contrariwise, their response to God's grace is because they have been given to
Christ.” — Newell
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