Notes and Quotes

A FEW THOUGHTS TO HELP US MOVE THROUGH THE STUDY
AND GAIN A DEEPER UNDERSTANDING

ROMANS 13

“It, in all matters lawful, we are bound to obey. But even the parental power does not
extend to things unlawful. If the civil power commands us to violate the law of God, we
must obey God before man. If it commands us to disobey the common laws of
humanity, or the sacred institutions of our country, our obedience is due to the higher
and more general law, rather than to the lower and particular. These distinctions must
be drawn by the wisdom granted to Christians in the varying circumstances of human
affairs: they are all only subordinate portions of the great duty of obedience to LAW. To
obtain, by lawful means, the removal or alteration of an unjust or unreasonable law, is
another part of this duty: for all authorities among men must be in accord with the
highest authority, the moral sense. But even where law is hard and unreasonable, not
disobedience, but legitimate protest, is the duty of the Christian.”

- Greek Testament Critical Exegetical Commentary

“Remember your Savior suffered under Pontius Pilate, one of the worst Roman gover-
nors Judea ever had; and Paul under Nero, the worst Roman Emperor. And neither our
Lord nor His Apostle denied or reviled the authority!” - William Newell

“Since governments have authority from God, we are bound to obey them - unless, of
course, they order us to do something in contradiction to God's law. Then, we are com-
manded to obey God before man (as in Acts 4:19).” — David Guzik

“One could say with the apostle Peter: Obey God rather than man (Acts 5:29). In other
words, if the law commands what God forbids or forbids what God commands then
you must break the law. But the problem with that simple guideline is that much of the
civil disobedience in history has involved doing things that are not clearly commanded
by God.” - John Piper
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