Notes and Quotes

A FEW THOUGHTS TO HELP US MOVE THROUGH THE STUDY
AND GAIN A DEEPER UNDERSTANDING

GALATTANS 4

Jews under the law were like children under the control of a guardian, but this was only in
anticipation of the coming of Christ. When he came, those who trusted in him were forgiven
the sins they had committed against the law and were put right with God. Instead of being like
children under a guardian, they now enjoyed the freedom of full-grown mature sons of God
(23-26). Since the coming of Christ, all believers are united in Him and are God's children,
regardless of race, social status, sex or the law. Being part of Christ, they are part of Abraham's
promised offspring. Those justified by faith are Abraham's true descendants (27-29).

- Flemming

As a consequence of your being adopted into the family of God, and being regarded as his
sons. It follows as a part of His purpose of adoption that His children shall have the spirit of
the Lord Jesus. - Barnes Notes on the Bible

I have fears respecting you. His fears were that they had no genuine Christian principle. They
had been so easily perverted and turned back to the servitude of ceremonies and rites, that he
was apprehensive that there could be no real Christian principle in the case. What pastor has
not often had such fears of his people, when he sees them turn to the weak and beggarly
elements of the world, or when, after having “run well,” he sees them become the slaves of
fashion, or of some habit inconsistent with the simplicity of the gospel?

- Barnes Notes on the Bible

Isaac the child of promise, only son of a free mother after years of barrenness, and heir to an
indisputable birthright, aptly prefigured the Church of Christ, born in the fullness of time,
made free by the gift of the Spirit, and established for ever in the house of their heavenly
Father by an eternal covenant of adoption. Ishmael again, who had for some years filled the
position of a son without the birthright which could entitle him to inherit the blessing, but
was eventually driven out for his mockery of the promised child supplied an exact prototype
of Israel after the flesh, long recognized as the people of God, but bound under the Law, and
eventually destined to be shut out from the household of God for their guilt in persecuting
Christ and His Church. - E. W. Bullinger
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