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5 CHAPTER 94

Esau’s Embrace — Genesis 33

GENESIS 33:1-11

This chapter opens with a picture of Jacob preparing to meet his brother
Esau. By organizing his family in a deliberate sequence, we see a man still
entangled in the throes of fear and distress. Fear has a way of seeping into
our bones, doesn’t it? Its looming presence weighs down the soul while it
tightens its grip on our heart. It's a profound human response that can either
paralyze us or propel us to seek strength beyond our own. But here’s the
thing about fear—it only has as much power as we’re willing to feed it.
Jacob could have succumbed to his fear by hiding or running away, but
instead he chose to prepare and to pray. In those moments when fear seems
all-consuming, let’s remember that it only holds the power we grant it.
Turning to the scriptures, we find a powerful truth that empowers us to
press on: "So do not fear, for I am with you; do not be dismayed, for I am
your God. I will strengthen you and help you; I will uphold you with my
righteous right hand." (Isaiah 41:10) This promise offers us an assurance
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that we are not left to face fear alone. We have a God that walks beside us,
fights for us, and stays with us.

Notice Esau’s actions in Genesis 33:4, “But Esau ran to meet Jacob and
embraced him; he threw his arms around his neck and kissed him. And they
wept.” That’s not the same man we saw 20 years earlier when he was
uttering murderous threats. This kind of heart change doesn’t happen by
accident. This wasn’t a stroke of luck or a random twist of fate; it was God’s
response to fervent prayer.

Proverbs 21:1 tells us, "The king’s heart is in the hand of the LORD;
like the rivers of water, He turns it wherever He wishes." I don’t know what
Esau’s thoughts were when he set out to meet Jacob with 400 men, but I do
know that God had a hold on his heart. He heard Jacob’s prayer and was
paving the way for him.

How does Isaiah 45:2-5 provide reassurance to those who are
fearful, and what specific promises does God make in this
passage that can help us overcome our fears?

112



Canyou recall atime when you were apprehensive about facing
a challenging situation, only to discover that God had already
intervened on your behalf by the time you confronted it?

Reflect on any moments of unexpected reconciliation or
forgiveness in your life. How have these experiences shaped
your understanding of God’s sovereignty and guidance?
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GENESIS 33:12-20

Reading Genesis 33:13, I couldn’t
help but be reminded of Jesus whose
delay is not without purpose. Like
Jacob, Jesus is concerned for
His children and the flock. In
the same way that the ewes
and cows are nursing their
young, many are still in the
process of receiving the gospel. God

knows that if Jesus returns too quickly, He risks losing some of His flock.

Likewise, 2 Peter 3:9 reminds us of God’s compassion and grace, “The
Lord is not slow in keeping his promise, as some understand slowness.
Instead, he is patient with you, not wanting anyone to perish, but everyone
to come to repentance.”

Peter is teaching us that the Lord’s seeming slowness to return is actually
patience, a divine grace allowing time for repentance and salvation. In the
same way that Jacob didn’t want any of his flock to perish, God is concerned
for every one of His people.

In Genesis 33:17, Jacob goes to Sukkoth which points to the Feast of
Tabernacles otherwise known as the Feast of Sukkot or the Festival of
Booths.

Leviticus Chapter 23:42-43 reads, “Live in temporary shelters for seven
days: All native-born Israelites are to live in such sheltersso your
descendants will know that I had the Israelites live in temporary shelters
when I brought them out of Egypt. I am the Lord your God.

This feast, rich in the anticipation of God’s eternal fellowship with man,
doesn’t just celebrate the deliverance of the Israelites from Egypt, it also
points to a future hope when God will tabernacle forever with His people.
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In Genesis 33:17, we see that Jacob built a house for himself and made
booths (or shelters) for his livestock. The original Hebrew words used here
are "bayit" for house and "sukkot" for booths. "Bayit" refers to a more
permanent structure, while "sukkot" refers to temporary shelters, indicating
a distinction between the dwelling place for Jacob and the accommodations
for his animals.
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We see a picture of Christ here Who said, “And if I go and prepare a place
tor you, I will come back and take you to be with me that you also may be
where I am.” While we remain in the temporary shelters in which our spirits
dwell, we wait for the return of our Lord.
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How does the imagery of Jesus as the Good Shepherd relate to
Jacob's actions in this passage?

What events shaped the relationship between Jacob and Esau
leading up to their encounter in this chapter? And, in what ways
had both of them changed?
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THE LORD IS NOT SLOW IN KEEPING HIS PROMISE,
AS SOME UNDERSTAND SLOWNESS. INSTEAD, HE I
PATIENT WITH YOU, NOT WANTING ANYONE TO
PERISH, BUT EVERYONE TO COME TO REPENTANCE.
-2 PETER 3:9, NIV



Answer Key

Chapter 9 — Genesis 33

GENESIS 33:1-11

How does Isaiah 45:2-5 provide reassurance to those who are fearful,
and what specific promises does God make in this passage that can help
us overcome our fears?

It offers reassurance to those gripped by fear. God promises to "go
before you" and "level the mountains,”" affirming His omnipotence and
sovereign control over all obstacles (Isaiah 45:2). God not only clears
the path for His people but also pledges to shatter doors and cut through
bars, symbolizing His active intervention in breaking down barriers that

hinder them (Isaiah 45:2).

Can you recall a time when you were apprehensive about facing a
challenging situation, only to discover that God had already intervened
on your behalf by the time you confronted it?

(This answer will be different for everyone)

Reflect on any moments of unexpected reconciliation or forgiveness in
y Y g
your life. How have these experiences shaped your understanding of

God’s sovereignty and guidance?

(This answer will be different for everyone)

118



GENESIS 33:12-20

How does the imagery of Jesus as the Good Shepherd relate to Jacob's

actions in this passage?

Jacob's compassionate leadership over his family and flocks as they travel
mirrors the imagery of Jesus as the Good Shepherd. As Jacob considers
the pace of the children and the young animals, ensuring they are not
overdriven in one day (Genesis 33:13-14), he embodies the thoughtful
care and attention the Good Shepherd gives to each of His sheep. Jesus,
the Good Shepherd, knows each of His followers by name and meets
them at their point of need, guiding them with gentleness and protective
oversight (John 10:11-14).

What events shaped the relationship between Jacob and Esau leading
up to their encounter in this chapter? And, in what ways had both of
them changed?

The relationship between Jacob and Esau leading up to their encounter
was shaped by a history of deception and rivalry. Initially, Jacob acquired
Esau's birthright and later deceitfully took his blessing, which caused
deep resentment and fear of retribution, prompting Jacob to flee

(Genesis 25:29-34, 27:1-41).

Over the years apart, both of them experienced significant personal
changes. Jacob, after encountering God and facing various trials,
returned humbler and ready to reconcile, evident in his approach to
Esau and his gifts to appease him (Genesis 32:24-30, 33:10). Esau, on
the other hand, had moved past his initial fury and displayed forgiveness
and a readiness to rebuild their relationship, as shown by his warm

embrace of Jacob (Genesis 33:4).
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