


CHAPTER THREE

The 10 Gates of Restoration
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Jesus answered, “| am the way and the truth and the life.
No one comes to the Father except through me.

—John 14:6

Read: Nehemiah 3

The Ancient Wall of Jerusalem

In the last chapter, we talked about the symbolism behind the Fountain
Gate and the King’s Pool. In this chapter, we’re going to go even deeper as
we examine the other gates, what they symbolize, and how it all fits
together. Before we do that, however, let’s talk about the wall of Jerusalem
and the gates in general.

During Nehemiah’s time the wall was a critical defense structure for the
city, designed to protect the Jews from enemy attacks and to establish
Jerusalem as a fortified city. While there are no surviving detailed
descriptions of the wall and gates specifically from this time in history, we
can gather details from biblical accounts, archaeological findings, and
comparisons with other ancient city walls of the same era.

Picture this: the wall surrounding Jerusalem during Nehemiah’s time

stretched about 2.5 miles and stood roughly 15-20 feet high. Now, take a
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guess—how thick do you think those walls were? I was amazed to learn they
were likely 8-10 feet thick! But here’s what really surprised me: there’s a
section of wall known as the Broad Wall, built during King Hezekiah’s
reign, that’s a staggering 23 feet thick—and you can still see it in Jerusalem’s
Old City today. Why would they go to such lengths? Because those walls
had to withstand sieges, battering rams, and relentless attacks. It’s a

reminder of the strength and protection God provides for His people.

The Gates of Jerusalem

Nehemiah’s account mentions 10 gates that were rebuilt, each with a
specific purpose and location. Unlike the gates we see in our communities,
these gates were large enough for city elders to sit and hold court (Ruth 4:1,
Proverbs 31:23). This suggests that the gates were not only double-door
structures, but that they were also part of larger complexes, possibly with
rooms or chambers. The gates had large wooden doors reinforced with

metal, accompanied by towers for defense and watchkeeping.

In this chapter, we read about the following 10 gates:

« The Sheep Gate (v. 1) « The Fountain Gate (v. 15)
« The Fish Gate (v. 3) « The Water Gate (v. 26)
« The Old Gate (v. 6) « Horse Gate (v. 28)

« The Valley Gate (v. 13) « The East Gate (v. 29)
« The Dung Gate (v. 14) « The Inspection Gate (v. 31)

At first glance, this chapter might seem as though it’s unrelated to our lives.
I mean, how often do we think about ancient gates and city walls? It’s easy
to skim over these verses, thinking they’re just a list of construction details.
But don’t miss this truth: God doesn’t include anything in His Word by
accident. These gates aren’t just functional structures; they’re symbolic
markers that can speak directly to our spiritual journey. Nehemiah’s story is
about so much more than rebuilding walls—it’s about restoring hearts and
lives through God’s power and purpose. And that’s something we can all
relate to. So, let’s slow down for a moment and consider what these gates

reveal and how they apply to our lives.
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1. Salvation (Sheep Gate)

The Sheep Gate was the first gate to be rebuilt (Nehemiah 3:1), and it was
located near the temple. It was called the Sheep Gate because this was the
entrance through which sheep were brought for sacrifice. The symbolism
here is clear: it points us to Jesus Christ, the Lamb of God, who was the
ultimate sacrifice for our sins (John 1:29). Just as the Sheep Gate was the
first gate restored, salvation is the starting point of our spiritual journey.
Without Christ’s sacrifice, there is no foundation for the rest of our faith.
This gate’s connection to the temple also reminds us that salvation
brings us into fellowship with God. It’s significant that the priests took the
lead in rebuilding this gate, showing that spiritual renewal starts with
recognizing our need for atonement and aligning our lives with God’s plan.

[ 1]

What metaphor does Jesus use in John 10:7-9 to describe

Himself? What is the significance of this metaphor in relation
to this chapter?




.!] In verse 1, we find two things that are unique to the repairing
= of the Sheep Gate. What are they, and why do you think these
details are significant?

2. Evangelism (Fish Gate)

The Fish Gate was where fishermen brought their catch to the market,
making it a center of commerce and community activity (Nehemiah 3:3).
This gate symbolizes evangelism and our call to be “fishers of men”
(Matthew 4:19). Once we have experienced salvation through Christ, the
natural next step is to share that good news with others.

The Fish Gate challenges us to reflect on how we’re participating in
God’s mission. Are we actively engaging with those around us, like the
fishermen who gathered at this gate? It’s a reminder that our faith isn’t

meant to stay hidden; we're called to cast the net wide and invite others into

God’s kingdom.
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3. Following God’s Truth (Old Gate)

The Old Gate (Nehemiah 3:6) was likely one of the main entrances into
the city. The name "Old Gate" symbolizes the ancient paths and truths of
God, as referenced in Jeremiah 6:16: “Stand at the crossroads and look; ask
for the ancient paths, ask where the good way is, and walk in it, and you will
find rest for your souls.” This gate reminds us that God’s Word is timeless,
unchanging, and foundational to our faith.

In a culture that constantly seeks the new and modern, the Old Gate
challenges us to remain anchored in the eternal truths of Scripture.
Following God’s truth may not always be popular, but it provides stability
and direction in a shifting world. This gate calls us to return to God’s ways
and build our lives on the solid foundation of His Word.

4. Trials and Growth (Valley Gate)
The Valley Gate (Nehemiah 3:13) opened to the valleys surrounding

Jerusalem, areas often associated with humility and testing. Valleys in
Scripture represent times of trial, as in Psalm 23:4: “Even though I walk
through the darkest valley, I will fear no evil, for you are with me.” This gate
reminds us that God often uses the valleys of life—the struggles, hardships,
and challenges—to grow and refine us.

Just as valleys are low places, we are called to walk humbly with God,
trusting Him even when the path is difficult. The Valley Gate reminds us
that trials are not the end of the story but an essential part of our journey,
shaping us into the image of Christ and drawing us closer to Him.

With that said, perhaps you might have noticed something interesting
about this gate—it’s placed right between the Old Gate and the Dung Gate.
That location speaks volumes, doesn’t it? It's smack dab in the middle of
knowing God’s truth, and acting on it through repentance. And isn’t that
how it often happens in our own lives? We hold on to what we know is true,
then find ourselves walking through a valley that softens us, humbles us,

and prepares us for the change God is calling us to make.
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Have you ever experienced a season where a time of testing
o prepared your heart for a necessary change? How did God use
that valley to lead you closer to Him?

5. Repentance and Cleansing (Dung Gate)

The Dung Gate (Nehemiah 3:14) was the gate through which waste and
refuse were removed from the city, ensuring Jerusalem remained clean and
livable. Spiritually, it symbolizes the removal of sin and spiritual cleansing.
Just as the people of Jerusalem had to remove waste to keep the city pure,
we must repent and turn away from sin to maintain a healthy relationship
with God.

This gate reminds us of the ongoing process of repentance in the Christian
life. 1 John 1:9 says: “If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just and will
forgive us our sins and purify us from all unrighteousness.” The Dung Gate
challenges us to regularly examine our hearts, confess our sins, and allow God

to cleanse us, removing anything that hinders our walk with Him.
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The wall didn't just keep enemies out—it reminded God's
people who they were: protected, chosen, and set apart. In
a world full of spiritual opposition, the boundaries God
places around us through His Word, His Spirit, and His people,
are not there to restrict us—they're there to protect us.
They guard our hearts and keep us in step with His purpose.

6. Filled with the Holy Spirit (Fountain Gate)

The Fountain Gate (Nehemiah 3:15) was located near the Pool of Siloam,
a source of water in Jerusalem. It was the gateway to the life-giving waters
of the spring and the pool, offering people access to one of the city’s most
vital resources. This gate symbolizes the Holy Spirit, often represented as
living water in Scripture. Jesus said in John 7:38-39: “Whoever believes in
me, as Scripture has said, rivers of living water will flow from within them.”

The Fountain Gate reminds us that just as water refreshes and sustains
life, the Holy Spirit renews, empowers, and guides us. It also challenges us
to rely on the Spirit for strength in our daily walk, allowing Him to cleanse

and refresh us continually.

7. Guided by the Word (Water Gate)

The Water Gate (Nehemiah 3:26) was where the people gathered to hear
the Word of God, as we'll see later in chapter 8 when Ezra read the law to
the assembly. This gate represents the importance of God’s Word in our
lives. Ephesians 5:26 speaks of being “cleansed by the washing with water
through the word.”

The Water Gate reminds us that Scripture is vital for spiritual growth,
cleansing, and direction. It challenges us to immerse ourselves in God’s

Word daily, allowing it to guide our decisions and transform our hearts.
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8. Spiritual Battle (Horse Gate)

The Horse Gate (Nehemiah 3:28) was where war horses were brought in
and out of the city, likely near military quarters. Horses in Scripture often
symbolize battle readiness and human strength in warfare. As Psalm 20:7
reminds us, “Some trust in chariots and some in horses, but we trust in the name
of the Lord our God.”
The Horse Gate, a symbol of spiritual

battle and readiness, is positioned right
beside the East Gate, which points us to
the hope of Christ’s return. That
placement is no accident—in -
Revelation 19:11, we see Christ
returning on a white horse, faithful
and true, coming to judge and
make war in righteousness. It’s as if
Scripture is whispering to us, “Stay
ready. The battle is real, but so is the
victory.” The connection between
these two gates paints a powerful
picture: we're called to remain faithful in
the fight while keeping our eyes fixed on the returning King.

This gate challenges us to recognize the spiritual warfare that surrounds
us and the need to rely on God’s strength, not our own. Just as soldiers
prepared for physical battles, we are to equip ourselves daily with the armor
of God (Ephesians 6:10-12), standing firm in truth, ready to resist the
enemy, and confident that the One who leads us has already overcome.

9. Hope in Christ’s Return (East Gate)

The East Gate (Nehemiah 3:29) faced the Mount of Olives and has long
been linked to the promised return of the Messiah. In Ezekiel 44:1-3, the
prophet sees a vision of the East Gate being shut, not because of disrepair,
but because “the Lord, the God of Israel, has entered through it,” and
therefore, it must remain sealed. This powerful image points to the holiness
of God’s presence and the exclusive authority of the coming King.
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Centuries later, the East Gate was physically sealed—just as the
prophecy described—and remains closed to this day, standing as a silent
witness to the hope of Christ’s return. It’s as if the city itself is holding its
breath, waiting for the day the Lord will enter again in glory.

This gate reminds us to live with expectancy, preparing our hearts for
the return of Jesus, who will come not as a suffering servant, but as King of

kings and Lord of lords, bringing justice, restoration, and eternal peace.

.!l How does Zechariah 14:4 deepen your understanding of why
= the East Gate is connected to Christ’s return?

10. Final Judgment (Inspection Gate)

The Inspection Gate (Nehemiah 3:31) was where troops were reviewed and
assembled. Symbolically, it represents the final judgment, when all will
stand before God and give an account of their lives (Romans 14:10).

This gate challenges us to live with eternity in mind, striving to honor

God in all we do, knowing that one day we will stand before Him.

One Body, Many Parts Working Together

As you read through this chapter, take a moment to notice the sheer number
of people involved in this massive restoration project. It’s not just a handful
of skilled laborers—it’s families, priests, rulers, goldsmiths, and merchants,
all working together. You'll even notice a man working alongside his
daughters. Some are building sections of the wall, others are repairing gates,

and still others are reinforcing towers. Each person is doing their part, no
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matter how big or small, and together, they’re accomplishing something
remarkable.

Now, here's a detail that tugged on my heart—Malkijah, the son of
Rekab. Scripture tells us he was a ruler of the district of Beth Hakkerem. In
other words, this man had influence, standing, and position. And what does
he choose to repair? Not the Sheep Gate or the Water Gate or one of the

prominent towers. No—he takes on S B /,}//{"} .
the Dung Gate. The gate where the -~ =~ .~
refuse was carried out of the city. A
place no one would naturally want
to be associated with. But
Malkijah didn’t shy away from it.
He stepped into that role with
dignity, reminding us that no

y o’
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act of service is beneath a
servant of God. That’'s the
beauty of humility in action.
When you know who you belong
to, you're not concerned about titles
or attention—you’re willing to serve wherever the need is greatest. And God
sees it all.

Isn’t that a lot like the body of Christ? Women bringing meals to new
moms, couples visiting the sick, men stepping in to help a family move,
families opening their homes to missionaries—each of us doing what we
can with the gifts God has given us. It reminds me of Paul’s words in 1
Corinthians 12:12-27, where he describes the body of Christ: “Now you are
the body of Christ, and each one of you is a part of it.” Just as every part of
the body has a role to play, every person in this chapter plays an essential
part in restoring the wall. Some had skills in construction, while others
simply offered their willingness to serve. It’s a reminder that God equips us
with different gifts and abilities, and when His people come together,
working in harmony, incredible things happen. No gift is too small, and no
role is insignificant in the kingdom of God.
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Now, let me ask you something: Did you notice how many times
Nehemiah used the word “repair” in this chapter? It’s repeated over and over
again—so much so that I couldn’t help but look it up. The original Hebrew
word is chazaq, and it doesn’t just mean “to repair.” It also means “to
strengthen” and “to encourage.” Isn’t that beautiful? They weren't just
repairing broken stones or fixing gates—they were strengthening each
other, encouraging one another as they worked side by side. Can you
imagine the words of hope and affirmation exchanged as they rebuilt
together? This wasn’t just about construction; it was about restoration—of
both a wall and a people.

This dual meaning is a powerful reminder for believers to keep up the
work of encouragement and restoration in the body of Christ. Just as they
built together, we are called to build one another up in love (1 Thessalonians
5:11). Every time we use our gifts to serve others, every time we speak a
kind word or offer a helping hand, we’re participating in God’s work of
restoration. The task before you might seem small or insignificant, but when
God’s hand is upon it, every act of faithfulness—especially the quiet ones—
contributes to something much bigger than we can imagine.

Ewry time we use our gifz‘s fo serve
others, every time we speak a kind
word or offer a helping hand,
were participating in God's
work of restoration.




Read Ephesians 4:1-3. What four specific attitudes or actions
does Paul say are essential for maintaining unity in the body of
Christ?

What is one way you can use your gifts—big or small—to
strengthen and encourage someone in the body of Christ this
week?

N\ Something to Pray

Help me to see the value in every act of service, even the ones that go

unnoticed. Give me the humility of Malkijah and the willingness to

step in wherever You lead me. Teach me to use the gifts You've

given—not for recognition, but for Your glory. Strengthen my hands

and heart, Lord, and help me build up others in love.
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What is one truth you want to carry with you this week? As you
S went through this chapter, did the Holy Spiritimpress anything
upon your heart?

Take a moment this week to encourage someone who's
serving quietly—maybe a volunteer at church, a caregiver,
or a friend who rarely gets thanked. And ask yourself: where
is God calling me to step in and help? Your obedience might
be the encouragement someone else needs.
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Answer Key

CHAPTER THREE

What metaphor does Jesus use in John 10:7-9 to describe Himself? What is the
significance of this metaphor in relation to Nehemiah Chapter 3?

Jesus describes Himself as zhe gate (or door) for the sheep.

In Nehemiah 3, several gates of Jerusalem are rebuilt, each serving as an entry or point of
access. Jesus, as zhe gate, is the only way to salvation and spiritual safety—just as the gates
in Nehemiah’s time provided access, protection, and order for the city. This highlights
Jesus as our only true entrance to life and security in God.

In Nehemiah 3:1, we find two things that are unique to the repairing of the Sheep Gate.
What are they, and why do you think these details are significant?

1. The priests repaired it:
This is the only gate mentioned in the chapter that was repaired by priests, not
common laborers or officials. It’s significant because the Sheep Gate was located
near the temple and was likely the entrance through which sacrificial animals were
brought in. That makes it deeply symbolic—it connects directly to worship and
atonement, which were the priests’ responsibility.

2. 'The gate was consecrated:
No other gate in the chapter is described this way. The word “dedicated” (or
consecrated) means they set it apart as holy, likely offering prayers or sacrifices over
it. This tells us they saw this gate as having special spiritual significance—because
of its role in temple activity and its connection to the sacrificial system.

Have you ever experienced a season where a time of testing prepared your heart for a
necessary change? How did God use that valley to lead you closer to Him?

This answer will be different for everyone.

How does Zechariah 14:4 deepen your understanding of why the East Gate is connected
to Christ’s return?



Zechariah 14:4 tells us that the Messiah will return and stand on the Mount of Olives,
which faces the East Gate. This connects the East Gate to Christ’s return, pointing to it
as a place of coming glory and the fulfillment of prophecy.

Read Ephesians 4:1-3. What four specific attitudes or actions does Paul say are essential
for maintaining unity in the body of Christ?

1.  Humility

2. Gentleness

3. Patience

4. Bearing with one another in love

What is one way you can use your gifts—big or small—to strengthen and encourage
someone in the body of Christ this week?

This answer will be different for everyone.



