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CHAPTER THIRTEEN 

 

The Danger of Complacency 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Wholehearted Devotion to God 

This chapter opens with a strong reminder: “No Ammonite or Moabite should 
ever be admitted into the assembly of God.” If you paused here and wondered, 
But what about Ruth? you’re not alone. Ruth was a Moabite woman who 
was not only welcomed into the community of Israel but honored. And then 
there’s Rahab, a Canaanite woman and former prostitute—yet she too was 
received with grace. Why? Here’s the key: the command in Deuteronomy 
23 wasn’t about individual hearts—it was about entire nations that had 
treated God’s people with hostility and contempt. Ruth left her people and 
her gods behind. She clung to Naomi, but more importantly, she clung to 
the Lord. Her words still stir our hearts today: “Your people will be my people 
and your God my God” (Ruth 1:16). She wasn't just permitted to stay—she 
was embraced, becoming the great-grandmother of King David and part of 
Jesus' lineage. 

 

Read: Nehemiah 13:1-18 

So, if you think you are standing firm,  

be careful that you don’t fall!  —1 Corinthians 10:12 
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What does Galatians 3:8 reveal about how God includes 
people like Ruth and Rahab in His covenant family? 

 
 

What we see in Nehemiah’s day, however, is something very different. The 
people weren’t welcoming repentant outsiders who had come to faith—they 
were blending their lives with those who didn’t follow God at all. It wasn’t 
about background. It was about covenant. The real issue here was a lack of 
spiritual discernment—a willingness to compromise truth in order to fit in 
or keep the peace. And that’s something that hits close to home, even today. 

Faithfulness in Our Time 

Covenant faithfulness isn’t locked in the past. It’s not just an Old Testament 
theme. The language might sound different today, and the culture has 
certainly changed, but the heart of the matter remains the same. God still 
calls us to live set apart for Him. James gets straight to the point: “You 
adulterous people, don’t you know that friendship with the world means 
enmity against God?” (James 4:4) 
That’s strong language—but it speaks to the seriousness of the issue. James 
wasn’t saying we can’t have friends who aren’t believers. He was warning us 
not to let worldly values and influences shape the way we live, think, and 
worship. 

In Nehemiah’s time, the people blurred the line between faithfulness to 
God and comfort with the culture around them. And isn’t that the same 
temptation we face today? Living for God doesn’t mean isolating ourselves—
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it means prioritizing His truth over the ever-shifting opinions of the world. 
James reminds us that our relationship with God is sacred. And like any strong 
relationship, it requires commitment, attention, and loyalty. 

 
Is there an area in your life where you've been tempted to 
prioritize peace with others over faithfulness to God’s truth? 

 

Don’t Make Space for the Enemy 

Before we move on to what happened between Eliashib and Tobiah, let’s 
take a step back and remember who they were. Eliashib was the high 
priest—appointed to lead the people spiritually, protect the temple, and 
serve God with integrity. He was meant to be a guardian of holiness. But 
what did he do? He gave Tobiah—a known enemy of Israel—a room in the 
courts of God’s house. 

Let that sink in. 

Tobiah wasn’t just a critic from the sidelines. He had openly mocked the 
Jews, resisted the rebuilding of the wall, and tried to stop the work God had 
called them to. And yet, Eliashib gave him a key to the temple. The space 
meant for sacred things was handed over to someone who had no reverence 
for it at all.  
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It’s a sobering picture. And it should make us pause. Because 
if we’re honest, there are times when we do the same. We make 
space in our hearts, our homes, and our habits for things that don’t 
honor God. We open the door to compromise, thinking it’s 
harmless—just a little distraction, 
just a small indulgence. But little by 
little, the enemy settles in. 

David’s story in 2 Samuel 11 is 
a powerful example of this. He saw 
Bathsheba bathing and could have 
walked away. He could have turned to 
God. But instead, he lingered. He 
inquired. And even after learning she was 
another man’s wife—a soldier loyally serving in David’s own army—he 
pressed forward. What started as a glance led to adultery, then to deception, 
and finally to murder. David didn’t fall all at once. He drifted. One small 
step at a time. 

Temptation rarely barges in with a warning. It waits quietly, hoping 
you’ll let your guard down. And once you do, it unpacks its bags and makes 
itself at home. That’s why Ephesians 4:27 urges us not to “give the devil a 
foothold.” Because footholds turn into strongholds when left unchecked. 

Purifying the Temple of Our Hearts 

When Nehemiah returned and saw what had happened, he didn’t hesitate. 
He threw Tobiah’s belongings out, cleansed the rooms, and restored their 
holy purpose. This chapter serves as a powerful reminder that both physical 
and spiritual purification are an important part of keeping the temple holy. 
And when that temple is compromised, restoration must follow. 

Therefore, since we have these promises, dear friends,  
let us purify ourselves from everything that 

contaminates body and spirit, perfecting holiness out of 
reverence for God. —2 Corinthians 7:1 
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How might Nehemiah’s response to Eliashib’s actions 
challenge us in our own walk with God? 

 
 
As I got to reading this, I was reminded of a show we used to watch as a 
family back in 2003—Clean Sweep on TLC. A team of organizers would 
help overwhelmed homeowners tackle two problem areas in their home. 
Every item was pulled out, sorted, and placed into one of three piles: Keep, 
Sell, or Toss. Sounds simple, right? But the truth was—it wasn’t always easy. 
Some things held sentimental value. Others had been kept “just in case.” 
And some items exposed habits that were hard to admit. 

But here’s the thing: nothing changed until everything was brought into 
the light. The clutter had to be dealt with—item by item—before the space 
could be restored. 

In the same way, God calls us to take a hard, honest look at our hearts. 
We can’t just stuff things into a corner and hope they’ll disappear. We need 
to let the Holy Spirit sift through the mess with us. Some things are meant 
to stay and grow—like truth, humility, love, and wisdom. Other things need 
to go—pride, compromise, bitterness, or distractions that are taking up too 
much space. 

We purify ourselves by asking God to show us what doesn’t belong—by 
confessing sin, letting go of compromise, and renewing our minds with His 
Word. Just like Nehemiah cleansed the temple, we’re called to keep our lives 
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pure—not by striving for perfection, but by surrendering daily, and choosing 
holiness out of love for the One who saved us. 

 
Read 2 Corinthians 7:1. According to this verse, what are we 
called to purify ourselves from—and what is the reason behind 
that call to holiness? 

 

A Glimpse Into Nehemiah’s Heart 

Right in the middle of Nehemiah’s story—while he’s recounting the things 
he’s done and the reforms he’s put in place—something beautiful happens. 
He suddenly breaks into prayer:  

“Remember me for this, my God, and do not blot out 
what I have so faithfully done for the house of my God 

and its services” —Nehemiah 13:14 

It’s so personal. So heartfelt. It almost feels like we’re reading a journal 
entry. 
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Nehemiah wasn’t doing all this for applause. He wasn’t looking for a pat on 
the back. He just wanted to please God. That one short prayer reveals a man 
whose deepest desire was to be faithful—and to be remembered by the One 
who truly sees. Isn’t that what we want too? To know that even when no 
one else notices, God does. Every quiet act of obedience. Every battle fought 
in prayer. Every step of surrender. 

When Passion Fades 

What makes this chapter even more sobering is how quickly the people’s 
passion faded. Not long before this, they had been worshiping with loud 
voices, marching along the wall of the city, dedicating everything to the 
Lord (Nehemiah 12:27–43). There was joy. There was reverence. There was 
unity. And now? They’re back to business as usual. Trading on the Sabbath. 
Ignoring the commands they once celebrated. Nehemiah’s words carry a 
deep ache:  

“Didn’t your ancestors do the same things, so that our 
God brought all this calamity on us and on this city?” 

Nehemiah 13:18 

It wasn’t just about breaking a rule—it was about falling back into the same 
patterns that had led to destruction before. And if we’re being real, we get 
it. We know what it’s like to have spiritual highs followed by slow fade-
outs. We make commitments, feel close to God, promise to change—and 
then life gets busy. Our focus drifts. And before we know it, we’re walking 
in circles we thought we left behind. 

This chapter reminds us that obedience requires renewal. Faithfulness 
isn’t a one-time decision—it’s a daily one. We need to keep tending the fire. 
Keep returning to the Lord. Keep remembering why He’s worthy of our 
wholehearted devotion. 

Because when we forget, we wander. And when we wander, we 
compromise. 

But grace invites us back. Always. 
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Can you think of a time when you gave space in your life to 
something that didn’t belong—something that pulled you 
away from wholehearted devotion to God? 

 

Faithfulness isn’t a one-time 
decision—it’s a daily one. We need to 
keep tending the fire. Keep returning 
to the Lord. Keep remembering why 

He’s worthy of our wholehearted 
devotion. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

Holiness isn’t a one-time choice—it’s a daily invitation  
to clear the clutter, close the door to compromise, and  
make room for what honors God. Every small step of  

obedience matters. Every choice to turn from distraction,  
every “yes” to His leading, is seen by the One who calls  

you to be set apart for Him. 
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The Danger of Complacency 

Several years back, we had a mouse problem. And I don’t mean the 
occasional scurry-across-the-floor kind of problem—I mean a real problem. 
Just when we thought we had caught the last one, another would show up 
with an even bigger family in tow. That was the year we discovered that 
mice can squeeze through cracks no wider than a pencil. It was also the year 
we learned how destructive they can be once they move in. 

That experience taught us something important: it’s not enough to deal 
with the symptoms—you’ve got to find out how they’re getting in. You have 
to seal up the cracks, clean up the mess, and stay watchful, or you’ll be 
dealing with the same problem again and again. 

Sin works the same way. It rarely charges in full force. It sneaks in—
quietly, subtly—through a crack we didn’t even realize was there. It starts 
with compromise: letting a few things slide, brushing off conviction, 
making excuses for attitudes or habits that don’t honor God. Before we 
know it, what began as a small temptation grows into a pattern of sin that 
clutters our heart and pulls us away from God. 

That’s what was happening in Nehemiah’s day. The people had grown 
complacent. They had made promises, celebrated victories, and rededicated 
themselves to God—but over time, they let their guard down. They allowed 
worldly influence to creep in, neglected the Sabbath, and failed to protect 
what God had entrusted to them. It wasn’t always blatant rebellion—it was 
spiritual drift. 

And maybe you’re thinking, That wouldn’t happen to me. I’m strong in 
my faith. But here’s the danger: presumption blinds 
us to how vulnerable we really are. Even 
Solomon—“beloved of his God,” as Nehemiah 
reminds us—was drawn into sin by those closest to 
him. He had wisdom. He had favor. He had a 
calling. But he still fell. Why? Because he let 
compromise move in and didn’t show it the door. 

Read: Nehemiah 13:19-31 
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Decisive, Faithful Action 

So what’s the answer? Decisive, faithful action. Take your thoughts captive. 
Don’t let emotion or distraction dictate your direction. Instead, bring your 
thoughts under the authority of Christ and stay alert.  

Nehemiah shows us what this looks like in real time. He doesn’t sit back 
and wish things were different. He doesn’t sugarcoat the sin or avoid hard 
conversations. He takes action. When he sees that the people are working 
and trading on the Sabbath, he shuts the city gates and orders them not to 
reopen until the Sabbath is over (v. 19). He posts guards at the doors and 
warns the merchants to stop loitering outside the wall. He’s not just 
addressing behavior—he’s establishing boundaries to protect the people’s 
worship. 

And isn’t that a good idea for us too? To set boundaries in places we know 
are vulnerable.  

Maybe it’s the kind of content we let into our homes.  

Maybe it’s a friendship that’s pulling us away from truth.  

Maybe it’s the way we manage our time, letting busyness crowd out 

quiet moments with the Lord.  
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Boundaries aren’t about being rigid—they’re about being wise. They help 
us guard what matters most. Just like Nehemiah took practical steps to 
preserve the holiness of the Sabbath, we can take practical steps to preserve 
the sacred space God wants to dwell in—our hearts. 
 

Is there an area in your life right now where you sense the Lord 
may be asking you to establish a boundary? 

 
 
When Nehemiah finds out that some of the men have married women from 
Ashdod, Ammon, and Moab—foreign nations that don’t follow the Lord—
he confronts them directly. The issue isn’t ethnicity, it’s spiritual 
compromise. Their children don’t even speak the language of Judah 
anymore, which means the next generation is growing up without 
connection to the Scriptures or the worship of God (v. 24). Nehemiah is 
heartbroken, and he takes strong measures to restore what’s been lost. 

He doesn’t stop there. He notices that the priests and Levites haven’t 
been supported properly, and temple duties are being neglected. So he calls 
the officials together, rebukes the leadership, and appoints trustworthy men 
to oversee the tithes and ensure that the house of God is cared for (vv. 10–
14, 30–31). 

In every case, Nehemiah responds to spiritual compromise with spiritual 
readiness. He doesn’t just remove what’s wrong—he restores what’s right. 
He purifies the people, reinstitutes order in the temple, and reminds them 
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of God’s commands. He acts not only as a governor, but as a spiritual 
watchman—protecting what is holy and calling the people back to covenant 
faithfulness. 

Ongoing, Intentional Commitment to God 

His actions may seem intense to us today, but they reflect a heart that refuses 
to let sin take root. Nehemiah isn’t passive. He’s proactive, bold, and 
grounded in truth. He shows us that guarding our faith isn’t a one-time 
decision—it’s an ongoing, intentional commitment to live for God, no 
matter what the culture is doing around us. 

Because complacency won’t protect you. Conviction will. And the sooner 
we close the cracks, the less room we leave for the enemy to move in. 
 

What are some practical ways we can guard our hearts and 
stay spiritually alert? Look up each verse below and write 
down the action it encourages. 
 
Psalm 119:11 

Philippians 4:8  

James 4:7  

Matthew 26:41  

Galatians 5:16  
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Was there ever a moment when you allowed a small 
compromise to take root, only to realize later how much it had 
grown?  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Lord, I want to live with a heart that’s fully devoted to You.  
Show me the places where I’ve grown complacent or let compromise 

settle in. Help me walk in truth, even when it’s uncomfortable,  
and to choose faithfulness over convenience. Strengthen me to  

guard what You’ve entrusted to me. Make me quick to repent, eager  
to obey, and willing to be shaped by Your Word—day by day. 
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What is one truth you want to carry with you this week? As you 
went through this chapter, did the Holy Spirit impress anything 
upon your heart? 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Take a quiet moment this week to reflect on your heart  
like Nehemiah examined the temple. Ask God to show you  

if there’s anything that needs to be removed, restored,  
or realigned. Write down one area where you sense  

the need for renewal, and then take one small,  
intentional step in obedience. 
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Let’s Make it Personal 
 
As you close out this study, don’t rush past this moment. Sit still before the 
Lord and reflect on what He’s stirred in your heart through the book of 
Nehemiah. What has He rebuilt in you? What has He revealed? What 
needs to change moving forward—whether it’s a new commitment, a release 
of something old, or a boundary that protects what He’s restoring? 

The leaders in Nehemiah’s day didn’t just feel conviction—they 
responded: “In view of all this, we are making a binding agreement, putting 
it in writing” (Nehemiah 9:38). 

Now it’s your turn. In the space below, write your own response. Make 
it personal. Make it intentional. Put it in writing. 
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Answer Key 
 
 

CHAPTER THIRTEEN 

 

What does Galatians 3:8 reveal about how God includes people like Ruth and Rahab in 
His covenant family? 
 
Galatians 3:8 shows that God always intended to include the Gentiles in His plan of 
salvation. Through faith, not heritage, anyone—including people like Ruth and Rahab—
can become part of His covenant family. 
 
Is there an area in your life where you've been tempted to prioritize peace with others 
over faithfulness to God’s truth? 
 
This answer will be different for everyone. 
 
How might Nehemiah’s response to Eliashib’s actions (Nehemiah 13) challenge us in our 
own walk with God? 
 
Nehemiah responded with boldness and a deep sense of responsibility to protect what 
was holy. His actions challenge us to confront sin, guard our spiritual commitments, and 
not compromise truth for the sake of comfort or convenience. 
 
 
 
 
Read 2 Corinthians 7:1. According to this verse, what are we called to purify ourselves 
from—and what is the reason behind that call to holiness? 
 
We are called to purify ourselves from everything that contaminates body and spirit. The 
reason is so that we may grow in holiness out of reverence for God. 
 
Can you think of a time when you gave space in your life to something that didn’t 
belong—something that pulled you away from wholehearted devotion to God? 
 
This answer will be different for everyone. 
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Is there an area in your life right now where you sense the Lord may be asking you to 
establish a boundary? 
 
This answer will be different for everyone. 
 
What are some practical ways we can guard our hearts and stay spiritually alert? Look up 
each verse below and write down the action it encourages: 
 

• Psalm 119:11 
Hide God’s Word in your heart to avoid sin. 

• Philippians 4:8 
Think about things that are true, noble, right, pure, lovely, admirable, excellent, 
and praiseworthy. 

• James 4:7 
Submit to God and resist the devil. 

• Matthew 26:41 
Stay alert and pray so you won’t fall into temptation. 

• Galatians 5:16 
Walk by the Spirit to avoid gratifying the desires of the flesh. 

Was there ever a moment when you allowed a small compromise to take root, only to 
realize later how much it had grown?  
 
This answer will be different for everyone. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


